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A Comprehensive Plan is a framework for identifying important community and municipal issues. Periodic revisions are required under state law, and are needed to qualify for various grants.  The new Draft Wayne Comprehensive Plan revises the existing 2001 Wayne Plan. A Committee appointed by the Selectboard has been at work on revisions for over two years.  The work was done entirely on a volunteer basis.
IMPLEMENTATION
The Town’s existing Comprehensive Plan is fully expressed in the Zoning Ordinance and related ordinances. Work on an official Zoning Map is under way. Digitization of the land use zones and tax maps with all property boundaries is also under way. These will provide a sound basis for more efficient and transparent administration of Wayne’s regulations.
Implementation of this Plan will be by the Select Board which will use an annual process to seek priorities from Town government units and develop Work Plans each year. Annual progress will be reported in Town Reports.  
The Proposed Plan continues many policies that are already in place.  It adds additional initiatives and a structure for implementation and status reporting. Adopting the Plan itself does not enact changes or additions to the Zoning Ordinance.  Any future changes will have to follow the usual process of drafting, consultation, hearings, and a vote at a Town election.
The Comprehensive Plan proposes actions in five separate areas:
Public Facilities: Maintain Wayne’s public facilities and services, and make improvements where feasible. 
Municipal Finances: Plan for, finance, and develop an efficient system of public facilities and services to accommodate anticipated growth and development. 
Local Economy: Promote, attract, retain, support the growth and provide incentives for small businesses that strengthen our existing niches or economic clusters in the Winthrop Lakes regional economy such as agriculture (farms, orchards, vineyards, forestry), recreational (campgrounds, summer camps, boating, sailing, kayaking, swimming, hiking) and creative economy (pottery, painting, photography, woodworking, and antiques). Optimize economic potential while capitalizing on and maintaining the Town’s rural, natural and historic character. 
Natural Resources: Protect wetlands and sensitive areas; improve “housekeeping” on existing sources of erosion; support working lands; continue to address environmental aspects of land use and public health (for example septic system) issues.

Land Use
Provide for orderly growth and development in appropriate areas of the community.
Protect the rural, small town character of Wayne.
	This will be addressed through continuing improvements and updates to the Town’s Zoning Ordinance; setting a target for retention of 15% of the developable land area as open space; and by promoting working lands such as farming and forest management. 

What are the Important New Proposals?

The Comprehensive Plan summary lists numerous proposals, most of which continue or elaborate on existing policy.  A few specific items are noteworthy, compared to the existing Plan, and will be of interest to many residents:
	
· Advocacy for retaining the Wayne Elementary School.
· The upcoming need for a new firehouse capable of housing modern larger fire engines;
· A list of proposals designed to foster improvements to the Village area;
· More active approaches to maintenance of Town and private roads and erosion control.
· A proposed target for 15% of remaining undeveloped land to be in conservation status (leaving 85% to be developed)
· Proposal to develop a septic system inspection ordinance applicable to the Shoreland Zone.	
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Anne Huntington, Board of Appeals 
Bruce Mercier, Member at Large
Steve McLaughlin, Planning Board
Dave Petell, Member at Large     
Steve Saunders & Jon Lamarche, Selectboard
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Aaron J. Chrostowsky, Town Manager
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Copies of the Wayne Comprehensive Plan are available for you to read:
· Cary Memorial Library
· Cobbie’s Corner Store
· Ladd Recreation Center
· Wayne Elementary School
· Wayne General Store
· Wayne Post Office
· Wayne Town Office

For more information, go to the Town of Wayne website:
http://www.waynemaine.org/

Vote on the Comprehensive Plan

Annual Town Meeting
Wednesday June 15, 2016
6:00 PM
Ladd Recreation Center
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