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DRAFT Minutes of July 31, 2017 Meeting



Attendance.
Committee Members. Present: Trent Emery, Steve McLaughlin, Ford Stevenson, Chris Cushman, Margaret Lane, Bruce Mercier, Ken Spalding. 
Absent:  Lloyd Irland
Staff.  Aaron Chrostowksy


Meeting called to order 7:05 PM

     Ford Stevenson, elected as Chair at the June 21, 2017 meeting opened this meeting with a statement about his perceived primary duty as revisiting the directive from the Select Board to ensure we follow it.  He went through the paragraphs of the directive concluding that although we had not initially followed all aspects, with the election of officers and notices of meetings accomplished at the June 21 meeting, we are now meeting most of the procedural requirements.  We have 8 instead of 5 to 7 members, but he is okay with that.

     Though the Committee has considered the options presented in the directive, he doesn’t feel that we have developed the depth of information and cost estimates that would seem to be contemplated in the directive and should possibly look at additional options.  A public meeting also needs to be held to gather citizen input.

     Motion to accept the draft minutes of the June 21, 2017 meeting, made by Trent Emery, seconded by Steve McLaughlin.  There was discussion of what was meant by the wording “reached consensus on a number of issues,” which was part of the background that Ford gave.  The specifics of the consensus issues was not recorded.

     Ken Spalding gave a very brief recap of the process and discussions with Kennebec Land Trust (KLT), including the reaching of consensus by the Committee to pursue KLT ownership of the property, taking the recommendation for KLT ownership to the Select Board, the Select Board’s approval of the recommendation, the proposal taken to KLT by an Open Space subcommittee, KLT’s positive response, the sub-committee meeting with KLT to clarify that additions and changes noted in their response conformed with the Town’s proposal, and KLT sending a letter of intent to acquire the property.

Motion to accept the minutes as written passed.  Yes-7.  No-0.

A motion was made- To continue on our path pursuing KLT ownership of the property while gathering information about other options.  The Committee will take its recommendation to the Select Board and the Select Board will take a proposal to Town Meeting.  Motion made by Ken, seconded by Steve.
     There was extensive discussion about the need to have information about the various options to answer citizen questions at a public forum, public hearing and Town Meeting, as well as about the decisions already made and the reasons for them.

     The discussion included the information that Aaron put together in order to answer questions that arose at the June 21 meeting about the KLT Letter of Intent and the process for transferring ownership to KLT.  His report is incorporated by reference into these minutes.

     Motion Passed.  Yes – Steve, Chris, Margaret, Ken.   No – Ford, Bruce, Trent

     There was a discussion of what additional information was needed about the options.  
• Sell the property option 1.  Aaron agreed to see if Les Priest would provide a market assessment of the value of the property.
• Sell the property option 2. There is a nearly unlimited number of scenarios under this option. A specific one previously discussed by the Committee is to sell small parcels to abutting landowners at the top and bottom of the private road that would help simplify the boundaries of the property.  Aaron agreed to ask Les Priest if he would provide potential income from such sales.
• Sell the property option 3.  Ford is interested in getting information about management possibilities in addition to the management currently considered under the arrangement with KLT.  He will get information from SWOAM.  

     Motion to adjourn.  Made by Margaret, seconded by Ken.  
     Motion passed by unanimous consent.

Meeting adjourned at 9:25 PM
 


		       


