Minutes

Wayne Planning Board

September 5, 2018

Board members present:  Chair Ford Stevenson, Stephen McLaughlin, Seth Emery and Reed Lee.  Alternate Laura Briggs was also present and was designated by the Chair to participate in the meeting as a member in Mr. Duplisea’s  absence.

Others present:  CEO Ken Pratt, Emily Carrier (Main-land Development), Tom DuBois (Main-land Development), Gina LaMarche (Sustain Wayne), Sam Saunders (Sustain Wayne), Tammy Birtwell (Sustain Wayne), Mark Birtwell (Sustain Wayne).

1.  The Board reviewed and approved the minutes of the August 1, 2018 meeting.
2. Final Approval, Olena Estates Subdivision Revision:  Mr. DuBois appeared on behalf of the applicant.  He read the additional conditions of approval placed on the final plan and in the amended declaration of restrictive covenants, both containing the language which had been required by the Board at its August meeting.  He also addressed an issue concerning the surveyor’s seal placed on the plan.  Mr. McLaughlin moved to approve the final plan as presented with the declaration of restrictive covenants; the motion was seconded by Mr. Emery and passed (the Chair had recused himself and did not vote).  The Board members signed the appropriate plans, retaining the appropriate copies for the Town.  CEO Pratt will draft an order reflecting the Board’s findings of fact on this application as required in the subdivision ordinance.
3. Representatives of Sustain Wayne appeared before the Board presenting information and questions as to whether certain foundation repair work is permitted under the ordinances.  Sustain Wayne has obtained a grant and wishes to allocate part of that grant to foundation repair, but would like a better understanding of whether  any foundation repair permitted by the ordinance would get the nonconforming building above the 100 year flood level.  The Board discussed the information presented and looked at several provisions of the ordinance.  It requested Sustain Wayne to stake out several lines shown on a topographical map at the site, and present written questions and information to the Board in time for the matter to appear on the October agenda for discussion by the Board at its October meeting.
4. Advisability of photographic record of Wayne shoreland areas.  Ms. Briggs reported that the Town Manager had informed her that although he had gathered some information on this issue he was not prepared to address it at this point in time and is unable to attend the September meeting.  The matter will reappear on the October agenda.
5. Permissibility of construction on land on Pond Road owned by Dragonetti.  Mr. Pratt informed the Board that the attorney for Mr. Dragonetti had stated that whatever was necessary (for example, deeding away certain frontage) to create a buildable “rear lot” would be done, and a permit had been granted.  While noting that it had no enforcement responsibilities, the Board requested that the CEO follow up and obtain information to make sure that a “rear lot” was actually created and was adequate in size and dimensions to qualify for a building permit under the ordinance. 
6. Enforcement issues:  Ms. Briggs said she was disappointed to hear a Wayne resident state in passing at the recent public hearing on the possible uses of certain tax acquired property that the Wayne ordinances weren’t enforced.  While acknowledging that the Planning Board itself has no enforcement responsibilities under the ordinances, she asked Mr. Pratt if he felt he had the support and backing he needed with respect both to the permitting process (that is, in resolving issues in interpreting the ordinance which he may confront in deciding whether to grant or deny a permit application submitted for his action) and enforcement situations.  Ms. Briggs also noted that enforcement of town ordinances is a separate and independent issue from whether the DEP chooses to enforce state laws and regulations.  While acknowledging the existence of some violations which had likely not been dealt with in many years past, several Board members expressed their opinions that the ordinances were generally enforced and that the comment at the public hearing was not necessarily well-informed or accurate.  Mr. Pratt did not suggest any way in which the Planning Board could offer him support as far as enforcement issues are concerned.



Respectfully submitted,

Laura Briggs

