Wayne Farmers’ Market
Committee Meeting Minutes – April 5, 2016
Cary Memorial Library

[bookmark: _GoBack]Members Present: Theresa Kerchner, Tammy Birtwell, Sandra Dwight-Barris, Leslie Burhoe, Jane Davis

Guest Present: Sam Saunders

Cooking Demonstrations:
Sam presented his proposal to attend the market each week and create improvised dishes using ingredients obtained from market vendors that morning. Customers will have the opportunity to taste free samples, and perhaps take home a recipe as well. Committee members were thrilled at the idea. It should draw in customers, and show people how to use market products in tasty and interesting ways. Sam will follow the vendors’ preferences as to how they wish to participate. He has researched Department of Agriculture and Department of Health guidelines, and will conduct his demonstrations according to regulations. He mentioned that people are allowed to prepare and cook onsite as long as there is no charge for the food. The Department of Health also allows an exemption from regulations for non-profits which make and sell food no more than twelve times a year. However, we do not plan on selling what he prepares. Sam wants to use regular, reusable plates and silverware, rather than disposables. A discussion was held on various issues, such as how to set up a hand-washing station without electricity. The Committee will offer to reimburse vendors for the products they provide, or vendors may choose to donate their products.

Maine Federation of Farmers’ Markets:
The Federation contacted us to see if we want to join. The committee decided “yes”, and Sandra will arrange for a $25 check to be sent.

Vendor Placement:
Theresa shared a map of the park which Jim kindly created, and the committee decided on tentative placements. Theresa will visit the park to check out possible interference from the telephone pole guy wire and the tree, and to see how level the area is following septic work last fall. Sam could potentially set up at the post office end of the space.

Town Report:
Theresa shared the Farmers’ Market Report she wrote for the annual town report. Looks good. Jane will send along a photo from last year to include in the report.

Possible New Vendor:
Kristin Mutchler-Hunt of Pickles’ Potions has expressed an interest in becoming a vendor. She crafts skin care products, using some local ingredients, including local lard and herbs. Her application hasn’t been received yet, so Tammy will contact her. The committee will meet again soon to consider her application.


Guest Vendors/Artisans:
Martha Hoddinott has expressed interest in selling her pottery at the market. As we discussed last year, there is one space available at the market for crafters. Theresa will speak to Martha about guidelines for this “artisan” table, including the necessity for sharing the space among several vendors on a rotating basis, rather than assigning it to one person, and the requirement that sufficient advertising be done for potential participants. Martha proposed that there be a three-person jury to decide on participants. Criteria for inclusion might be the following: 
1. the person be a Wayne resident; 2. quality work; 3. a viable business, not a hobby. Leslie offered to be one of the jurors. Theresa will reaffirm that the market committee is not prepared to advertise and organize such a table, but that Martha is invited to do so.

Publicity/Music:
Jane will contact Keith Peters at the Community Advertiser for a pre-season meeting. The committee would like Stan Davis to continue volunteering as market musician. Chris Cushman would like to reserve July 9 for his group. Interest was expressed in getting Pat Pepin back to play on July 4. We will ask Stan to contact her to see if she’s available and interested.

Pre-Season Vendor Meeting:
Leslie will invite all the vendors to get together for a pre-season meeting. It would be an opportunity for new vendors and established vendors to meet and get acquainted, and for new vendors to see the layout of the park.

Next Meeting:
The next meeting will be on Thursday, April 14th at 5:30 pm at the library.


Respectfully submitted,
Jane Davis, Secretary




