Minutes
Wayne Planning Board Meeting
January 8, 2020
Present:  Chair Stephen McLaughlin, Ford Stevenson, Fred Duplisea, Reed Lee, Seth Emery.  Alternates Andy Gorrill and Laura Briggs were also present. 
The minutes of the December, 2019 meeting were approved.
Old Business:
Ordinance Modifications re Timber Harvesting and Related Activities in Shoreland Areas:  The Chair reported that both the counsel for MMA and the Maine Forest Service agree that the proposed modifications, if enacted by the town, would qualify the town for the Maine Forest Service to enforce timber harvesting regulations in shoreland areas.  However, the Town Manager failed to give notice for a public hearing so the proposed modifications cannot be considered at the special town meeting scheduled for January 21, 2020.  Timber harvesting is occurring in certain shoreland areas in Wayne this winter.  There was a brief discussion of cutting occurring on the Lovejoy Pond Road on land owned by Brad and Sue Coady (which is apparently being done in conformance with requirements advised by the Town Manager).  Ms. Briggs expressed her opinion that the proposed modifications were too important to wait until June to address.  The Chair made a motion to request the selectmen to schedule a special town meeting in order for the town to consider and act on the proposed “timber harvesting and related activities” ordinance provisions.  The motion was seconded and passed with Messrs.  McLaughlin, Duplisea and Lee voting affirmatively;  Messrs.  Emery and Stevenson abstained.
The Chair will attend the next Selectboard meeting to make this request.  The MMA attorney advisedthat the town need not comply with the more stringent notice requirements earlier referenced by the Maine Forest Service due to the type of modifications proposed (basically elimination of the “no cut” rule for timber harvesting activities in shoreland areas including those zoned resource protection).

DEP Review of Ordinance Modifications:  The Chair reported that he has provided the DEP (Colin Clark) with the Wayne ordinance for review of the various modifications over the last several years, which the Planning Board has no record was earlier done.  He will follow up in a couple of weeks.

Other possible ordinance modifications:  The Chair will commence reviewing the suggestions for modification submitted by Mr. Mitnik, the former CEO, with a view to drafting and bringing proposed modifications to the Board for discussion and possible consideration by the town at the June town  meeting.

Replacement of CEO:  The Chair reported that the Town Manager is working with the Town of Fayette in the hope that the two towns can share a full time CEO, but that the budget will not accommodate that for the remainder of this fiscal year.  Apparently the Selectboard has appointed the Town Manager as the acting CEO until a replacement can be hired.

New Business:  The Chair attended a workshop offered by MMA on Planning Board matters generally, and passed out a sheet on  Freedom of  Information Act (FOIA) requirements.  It was particularly noted that public notice must be provided for workshop meetings, although the specific notice requirements are not specified.   The Chair said he found the seminar very informative and encouraged other board members  to consider attending.

Laura Briggs


