Minutes
Wayne Planning Board
January 2, 2019

Board Members present:  Ford Stevenson, Reed Lee, Seth Emery.  Alternate Laura Briggs was also present.

Others present:  Gina LaMarche (Sustain Wayne), Sam Saunders (Sustain Wayne), Aaron Chrostowsky (Town Manager)

1.  The Board reviewed and approved the minutes of  December  5, 2018.

2. The Town Manager reported that had had not yet obtained information concerning a photographic record of shoreline areas,  prepared a draft of possible Planning Board rules for the Board’s consideration, or obtained  copies of other ordinances dealing with accessory living areas for family members.  Those items will be placed on a future agenda.

3. Sustain Wayne:  The representatives of Sustain Wayne had provided a draft of a building permit application for Planning Board comment; the application described work it is considering doing at the exterior of the Masonic Hall site, including using granite block that will be replaced in the foundation repair/construction with concrete.  That exterior work would include placement of the removed granite as steps along an existing footpath, creation of a 5’ retaining wall at the southeast corner of the building, and creation of terraces with permeable surfaces in the area of an old building foundation to the east of the existing structure.  These activities would appear to all occur within 100 feet of the normal high water mark.  Sustain Wayne has been discussing this portion of their proposal with the DEP, which requested it  to see if these proposals qualified for approval under town ordinances before proceeding further with the DEP.    
    
While the proposed changes might in fact be efficacious in dealing in an environmentally          responsible manner with the sloping topography at the site, Ms. Briggs asked the Sustain Wayne representatives where in the Wayne ordinances they found authorization for this site work.  The representatives were unsure.  It was suggested that Sustain Wayne review the ordinance to identify specific ordinance provisions it is relying on (1) to do such work, (2) to empower the Planning Board to review and approve/disapprove any such request or application, (3) to identify the standards it contends the Planning Board should apply in considering any such request, and (4) to address how its proposal satisfies the applicable standards.  It was also noted that Sustain Wayne may wish to engage the services of an attorney or other professional  to assist it in doing so.

A general discussion was had of certain ordinance provisions dealing with permitted changes to nonconforming structures and nonconforming uses, including certain issues which would be presented by a strict interpretation of Article VIII, Section F, subsection c.  Ms. Briggs noted that the Wayne ordinances were complex and, if Sustain Wayne discovered provisions which seemed contradictory, nonsensical and/or otherwise deficient, it could propose language to correct such problems for the Board to consider and, if it found amendment suitable or appropriate, could recommend to the town for adoption.  The Town Manager cautioned against the Board giving the impression that applicants who were stymied in their particular development efforts by the ordinances could simply propose ordinance changes to circumvent ordinance requirements.

Sustain Wayne will consult certain professionals it has relied on in creating its plan who may be able to identify authorizing language in the ordinance.

4. The Board asked the Town Manager for a report on where matters stood with respect to the current CEO and finding a replacement.  Mr.  Chrostowsky said he has yet to receive a written resignation from the current CEO and is communicating with the town attorney with respect to how to proceed.  Mr.  Chrostowsky discussed generally what he understood a CEO’s duties to be, which included responsibility for maintaining all Planning Board records.  With respect to that issue, Mr.  Chrostowsky reported that he is asking the Selectboard for authorization to acquire a file cabinet for storing Planning Board records.

5. An issue was raised with respect to the construction occurring at the corner of Back Street and Route 133.  CEO Pratt was not at the meeting to address what was authorized by the permit and why given the location of the property in the Shoreland zone, and the permit itself could not be located.  The issue will be placed on February’s agenda.

6. The Chair (Mr. Stevenson) requested that the matter of adoption of certain State Forestry rules be placed on next month’s agenda.

No further business appearing, the meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Laura Briggs
